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T
he Neuberger Museum of Art has assembled an 
extraordinary collection of art by Latin American 
artists working both inside and outside their home-
lands. These works include gifts from private col-
lections1 as well as acquisitions by the museum. 
Several works were also recently donated by the 
artists following exhibitions at the museum.2  

Destination: Latin America originated with our 
desire to better understand the works from Latin American artists in 
the collection of the Neuberger Museum of Art. Rather than simply 
organizing a chronological exhibition, we approached the collection 
within the framework of certain criteria that reflect contemporary 
concerns in the study of Latin American art. As the works range in date 
from the early decades of the twentieth century to the present day, the 
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1. Collections and donors include: Helen and Paul Anbinder; Edith L. Calzadilla and family in memory of Luis P. 
Calzadilla; Arthur A. Goldberg; Janet Jaffin;  Fritz Landshoff; Virginia and Herbert Lust; Roy R. Neuberger; the Dina 
and Alexander E. Racolin Collection; George and Edith Rickey Collection of Constructivist Art; Donna and Marvin 
Schwartz; and Jules Sherman.  
2. Artists Nicolás de Jesús, Ignacio Iturria, Dulce Pinzón (who was invited to give a talk at the NMA), and Betsabeé 
Romero generously donated works to the museum.
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breadth of the collection offers an opportunity to address significant 
historical moments and several key topics relevant to Latin Ameri-
can art. However, the idea of Latin America as its own entity has been 
highly debated in recent years. How can we speak of such a large geo-
graphical space, one that covers twenty-four countries from North, 
Central and South America, and that includes approximately 618 mil-
lion inhabitants speaking Spanish, Portuguese, Quechua, Guarani, 
Aymara, Nahuatl, Maya, and hundreds of other native languages? It is 
also clear that Latin America is not peripheral to the Western world, 
but an integral part of it. Nonetheless, despite the challenges of think-
ing about such a complex ensemble as a whole, there are indeed some 
overarching aspects of history and aesthetic concerns that can pro-
vide a framework for consideration of the art of Latin America, exem-
plified by the collection of the Neuberger Museum of Art and discussed 
in the present catalogue.

The book and exhibition Destination: Latin America thus offer a multi-
faceted, didactic journey through twentieth- and twenty-first-century 
Latin American art, organized in five sections. The first includes work 
by artists affiliated with the artistic revolution that emerged after the 
Mexican Revolution of 1910–20; the second features sculpture and 



painting by key Latin American artists exploring color, form, space, and 
motion; the third section features work by Caribbean and South Amer-
ican artists inspired by African art, Surrealism, and Magical Realism; 
the fourth section addresses the challenges faced by artists living un-
der the dictatorships of the 1960s, 70s, and 80s, when most of South 
America was under military control; and the final section concentrates 
on contemporary artists looking at themes of history, globalization, vio-
lence, and social criticism. 

The collection of the Neuberger Museum of Art contains works by 
some of the most renowned modern and contemporary Latin American 
artists, including: Manuel Álvarez Bravo, José Raúl Anguiano Valadez, 
Julio Antonio, Henry Bermúdez, Leda Catunda, Carlos Cruz-Diez, José 
Luis Cuevas, Arturo Duclos, Lucio Fontana, Carlos Garaicoa, Florencio 
Gelabert, Ignacio Iturria, Alfred Jensen, Nicolás de Jesús, Wifredo Lam, 
Eduardo Mac Entyre, Teresa Margolles, María Martínez-Cañas, Roberto 
Matta, Almir Mavignier, José Clemente Orozco, Marta María Pérez Bra-
vo, Dulce Pinzón, Betsabeé Romero, Jesús Rafael Soto, Gerardo Suter, 
Rufino Tamayo, Luis Tomasello, and Eugenia Vargas. 

Patrice Giasson  Alex Gordon Curator of Art of the Americas
























